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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Scott A. Lund on June 23, 2004. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1. A docking station for a portable computer, the docking station comprising: 
a housing including a first surface and a second surface adjacent the first surface; 

and 

an electrical interface supported by the housing and configured to el e ctrically 
coupl e the docking station and th e portabl e computer , 

wherein the electrical interface is movable between a first position and a second 
position angularly displaced from the first position, wherein an e l e ctrical connector of the 
electrical interface is oriented substantially perpendicular to the first surface when the 
e l e ctrical interfac e is in the first position and oriented substantially perpendicular to the 
second surface th e e l e ctrical interfac e is in the second position , and wherein the electrical 
interface is configured to electrically couple the docking station and the portable 
computer when in each the first and the second position . 



Claim 12. A method of docking a portable computer including an electrical interface 
with a docking station including a housing and an electrical interface supported by the 
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housing, the housing including a first surface and a second surface adjacent the first 
surface, the method comprising: 

moving the electrical interface of the docking station between a first position and 
a second position angularly displaced from the first position, including orienting an 
e l e ctrical connector of the electrical interface substantially perpendicular to the first 
surface of the housing when the electrical int e rfac e is in the first position and orienting 
the e l e ctrical conn e ctor of the electrical interface substantially perpendicular to the 
second surface of the housing when th e e lectrical interface is in the second position; and 

electrically coupling the electrical interface of the portable computer with the 
electrical interface of the docking station when the electrical interface of the docking 
station is in the first position and the second position . 

Claim 19. A computer system, comprising: 

a docking station including a housing and an electrical interface supported by the 
housing, wherein the electrical interface of the docking station is movable between a first 
position and a second position angularly displaced from the first position, and an 
e lectrical conn e ctor of th e e lectrical int e rfac e is oriented substantially perpendicular to a 
first surface of the housing when the electrical int e rface is in the first position and 
oriented substantially perpendicular to a second surface of the housing adjacent the first 
surface of the housing when the e l e ctrical interface is in the second position; and 

a portable computer including an electrical interface configured to mate with the 
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electrical interface of the docking station and electrically couple the portable computer 
with the docking station when the electrical interface of the docking station is in the first 
position and the second position . 

Claim 27. A docking station for a portable computer, the docking station comprising: 

a housing including a first housing portion and a second housing portion 
supporting the first housing portion, the first housing portion having a surface and the 
second housing portion having two adjacent surfaces; and 

an electrical interface supported by the first housing portion and protruding from 
the surface of th e first housing portion, the e l e ctrical int e rfac e configured to electrically 
couple th e docking station and the portabl e comput e r , 

wherein the first housing portion is movable relative to the second housing 
portion to establish a first position of the electrical interface and a second position of the 
electrical interface angularly displaced from the first position, and 

wherein the surface of the first housing portion is substantially aligned with one 
of the two adjacent surfaces of the second housing portion when the electrical interface is 
in the first position and is substantially aligned with another of the two adjacent surfaces 
of the second housing portion when the electrical interface is in the second position, and 

wherein the electrical interface is configured to electrically couple the docking 
station and the portable computer when in each the first position and the second position . 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,809 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2835 

Claim 38. A method of docking a portable computer including an electrical interface 
with a docking station including a housing having a first housing portion and a second 
housing portion supporting the first housing portion and an electrical interface supported 
by the first housing portion and protruding from a surface of th e first housing portion , the 
method comprising: 

moving the electrical interface of the docking station between a first position and 
a second position angularly displaced from the first position, including moving the first 
housing portion relative to the second housing portion, and substantially aligning the 
surface of the first housing portion with one of two adjacent surfaces of the second 
housing portion when the electrical interface is in the first position and substantially 
aligning the surface of the first housing portion with another of the two adjacent surfaces 
of the second housing portion when the electrical interface is in the second position; and 
electrically coupling the electrical interface of the portable computer with the 
electrical interface of the docking station when the electrical interface of the 
docking station is in the first position and the second position . 

Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claims 1, 12, 19, 27 
and 38 are allowable over the prior art since the claims now include the limitation of electrically 
coupling the electrical interface of the portable computer with the electrical interface of the 
docking station in either the first of second position. These features, in combination with the rest 
of the elements or steps, are not taught or suggested by the prior .art references. Claims 2-11 
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depend, either directly or indirectly, from claim 1, claims 13-18 depend, either directly or 
indirectly, from claim 12, claims 20-25 and 44 depend, either directly or indirectly, from claim 
19, claims 28-37 depend, either directly or indirectly, from claim 27, claims 39-43 depend, either 
directly or indirectly, from claim 38. These claims are therefore allowable for at least the 
reasons provided above. 

Claim 26 is allowable for the reasons provided in the previous Office Action. Claims 45- 
49 depend, either directly or indirectly, from claim 26, and are therefore allowable for at least the 
same reasons provided in the said Office Action. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose telephone number is 571-272-2042. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on 571-272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 28, 2004 
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